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was diagnosed with leukemia.” He ended up staying at Children’s
Medical Center Dallas for 10 days.

Today, the 17-year-old continues to fight the disease with weekly
daylong chemotherapy treatments. His compromised immune
system has him housebound; he does his schoolwork online and
with home visits from a teacher four hours a week.

“He’s continued his coursework in English, math, physics

and an AP course in

USS. history,” says Judy,
who says Charlie is on
schedule to graduate
next year.
Speaking over the
phone, Charlie finds it
difficult to describe how
it feels to be told you
have cancer. “It’s strange.
I went to the hospital
thinking I would be
home in time for dinner.”
He credits the Carson
Leslie Foundation for
being a lifeline when
he needed one. Carson
was a Dallas boy who
battled brain cancer for
three years before dying
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says Judy, Charlie’s mom. She also credits the
patience and work ethic of the team’s coach,
Kevin Ball, for making the program both fun
and a success.

Carroll High School started the co-ed
program in 2013, and it has been a success

since the start, racking up tournament wins on

Now, they’re rooting for him. The team’s
annual fundraiser has been called Pulling
for Dragons in the past. This April’s event
has been rechristened Pulling for Charlie.

Life changed dramatically for Charlie and
his family last Thanksgiving. “We thought
he had the flu,” says Judy. “Instead, Charlie

year, Charlie is thinking
of college. His brother
and sister both attend the

Freeway, Lewisville. Contact Meg Kieda at
megsctt@yahoo.com for information.

University of North Texas in Denton, and he plans to stay local,
too, because of doctors’ orders: He needs to be within an hour’s

drive of the hospital.

And he definitely plans to shoot again. “We worked with my

surgeon to place my chemo port on the left side so it wouldn’t be
affected by the shotgun,” says Charlie.
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